Lysis of natural killer-sensitive and -resistant tumor cells by natural killer cytotoxic factors (NKCF)-containing liposomes.
The lethal hit stage in NK cell-mediated lysis requires a complex series of events involving the release of NKCF, subsequent binding of these factors to the target cell, and susceptibility of the target cell to lysis by NKCF. Binding of NKCF alone is not sufficient because a number of tumor cells are able to bind NKCF without being lysed, suggesting the need for an additional processing step active on susceptible target cells. In the present study, we show that the interaction with liposome-incorporated NKCF renders NK resistant target cells sensitive to NKCF-mediated lysis. These results suggest that NKCF may mediate their cytotoxic effects through internalization of these factors into the cytosol.